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Big Thing for the New Year. 

To the Negro race in the United States; Greetings: — 

At the beginning of the new year of 1923, I presented the pro- 
posal for the Negro Sanhedrin, or All Race Conference, to take under 
serious consideration the state of the race. The suggestion was enthu- 
siastically approved by the Negro press and public opinion. The mer- 
its of the improvement have been discussed in all of its forms and 
phases during the past 12 months. 

The progress of events during the intervening year has made 
the necessity of the suggestion all the more apparent. The rapid 
spread of the Ku Klux, the Negro migration Northward, and the 
defeat of the Dyer [Anti-Lynching] Bill, and the agitation out of 
the Garvey movement were the chief happenings of racial mo- 
ment for the year just closed. Other features of racial life and in- 
terests have moved on more or less uneventfully. 

When we do not progress, we retrograde. None of the events 
above described brought us any nearer the desired goal. It would in- 
deed be unfortunate if we should allow another year to pass without 
some effective comprehensive program that shall be adequate to the 
tangled tasks that confront us, we cannot go on in this hesitant, un- 
certain, indifferent way. 
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The Race Sanhedrin. 



The Negro Sanhedrin is the big proposition for the new year. In- 
deed, the establishment of this body will mark 1924 as an epochal 
year in the history of the race. 

The plans of the Sanhedrin are more fundamental and far- 
reaching than any project set forth since the reconstruction en- 
actments. 

Let us not indulge in vain promises and wild prophecies which 
are apt to characterize new movements. But rather let us invite a care- 
ful consideration of the aims, object, and method of the Sanhedrin 
proposal, and let each one reach his own deliberate conclusion. 

The mind of the people was in the messianic mood. All were 
looking for the coming of some plan of race reclamation that should 
be more efficacious than those already in operation. No one can claim 
authorship of the idea because perchance my zeal and active interest 
have <illeg.> the rest. I claim no genius of discovery or pride of prior- 
ity. [Many] were thinking the same thing at the same time. I have but 
focused the folk sense of the people and given it utterance and cast of 
statement. I am but a voice crying aloud unto the people, if haply 
they might hear and head. 

February 11th in Chicago. 

Six civil rights organizations have joined in the issuance of the call 
for the Negro Sanhedrin, or All Race Conference, to meet in the city 
of Chicago during the week of February the 1 1 th, which, interest- 
ingly enough, is the birth week of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglass. The arrangements have been placed in the hands of a 
committee whose plans and details are shortly to be announced. 

The Negro Sanhedrin will not be a mass meeting, but a confer- 
ence of organizations, supplemented by a minority of distinguished 
individuals, representatives at large from different parts of the country 
and from the different walks and ranks of life. 

All types of organizations and agencies functioning nationally will 
be included. Religious denominations, civil rights societies, secret and 
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benevolent orders, business and social reform agencies will sit down 
in common council. 

Thus it is hoped to secure a representative body that can and 
will speak with the voice of authority for the whole race. No seg- 
mentary organization can do this. Neither can any body that is 
composed solely of individual responsibilities. 

The thoughts, the hopes, the prayers of the entire race are desired 
to focus on the Sanhedrin session in Chicago, that it may measure up 
to the requirements of the occasion as such ominous time as this. 

Presidential Election. 

A presidential election takes place during the fall of the incoming 
year. Much stress will be placed upon the outcome, and great effort 
will be expended to corral the Negro vote. The spell-binders will 
strive to convince us that the triumph of this party or that spells the 
salvation or the degradation of the Negro race. 

But little reliance can be placed upon the pronouncement of the 
politicians in quest of votes. We have heard such assurances and 
prophesies before. We must not be swerved from the pursuit of per- 
manent and efficient racial plans by the exigencies of a heated politi- 
cal campaign. Individuals will choose their party affiliations according 
to personal preference, local circumstances, from present party prin- 
ciples or traditional party policies. 

But so far as concerns the fundamental problems involved in 
the Negro's adjustment to the great white world by which he is 
enveloped, it makes comparatively little difference which party is 
triumphant or what candidate heads either ticket. 

We shall have to contend as best we may with disfranchisement, 
jim-crow cars, segregation, lawlessness, and proscription, regardless of 
who sits in the White House during the next quadrennium. 

President Coolidge. 

President Coolidge was good enough to and brave enough to 
make some friendly reference to the Negro in his message to Con- 
gress. At the same time he was frank enough to advise that the race 
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need not look to the federal government for any further fundamental 
relief. Neither, in my judgment, may he expect as much as the Presi- 
dent hopes from local reliance. In fact the Negro must no longer look 
either to the federal government or to local dependence for the chief 
agency of race betterment — he must look to himself. 

After helping to win the victory or this party or that, the Ne- 
gro, naturally enough, looks for his share of the fruits of victory 
according to the rules of the game. He is entitled to the crumbs of 
patronage and official favor that fall from the table of the powers 
which he has helped to be. 

But 40 years of sad experience abundantly convinces us that the 
most favorable administration that we can possibly hope for will 
touch but lightly on the interests of the race as it were with the little 
finger of the left hand. 

let us not be slanted too far from the intimate dealing with our 
own problems by the exciting issues fo the approaching campaign. 
The pre-election prophesies and post-election disappointments we 
can foresee and discount in the light of 40 years of unvaried experi- 
ence. Let us let none of thee things move us in our devotion and en- 
thusiasm for the aims and ideals of the Negro Sanhedrin. 

Marcus Garvey. 

The Universal Negro Improvement Association, under the leader- 
ship of Marcus Garvey, and the Pan-African Congress, the outgrowth 
of the genius of Dr. [W.E.B.] DuBois, are calculated to focus and 
function ultimately in the continent of Africa. The Negro Sanhedrin 
on the other hand is limited to the situation of the race in the United 
States. 

The American Negro cannot be different or incurious to the 
face of the race as a world entity. But whatever this fate is to be, 
and whatever the destined relation of the Afro-American to that 
fate — he must first show his competency to deal with his own 
domestic problems before he can assume leadership and direction 
of the millions of his blood now dispersed over the face of the 
globe. 
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I am frequently asked to explain just how the Negro Sanhedrin 
will differ from existing agencies and organizations now in operation. 
It is pitiably true that the race is already overburdened with organiza- 
tion. They rise and flourish and fade as the leaves on the trees and yet 
we are not saved. Half of our energies are wasted by rivalry, jealousy, 
duplication of function, and overlapping of work. The crying need is 
for some harmonizing medium that can reduce these fractional agen- 
cies to a common denominator. 

There must be a clearinghouse through which can be pooled 
all of the interests which they hold in common. The Negro San- 
hedrin is not so much an organization as an influence. It is rather 
a union of organizations which can speak with the consent and 
authority of them all. 

Let me illustrate the need of the Negro Sanhedrin as well as its 
distinctive function, by the situation now reaching an acute stage in 
the District of Columbia. The Supreme Court nullified the segrega- 
tion ordinances devised by sundry municipalities. Various cities are 
now testing their wits to devise some method of circumventing this 
decision. The white property owners of the national capital have 
taken the lead. The covenants of segregation are now being tested in 
the local courts. 

Every Negro in the nation is vitally concerned in the outcome. 
For if these covenants are declared legal... in the capital of the nation, 
they will be triumphantly imitated by every city of the land. 

The Unifying Agency. 

We have in the city of Washington, the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, the Equal Rights League, the 
Race Congress, the National Sociological Society, the Masons, Odd 
Fellows, Elks, and Knights of Pythias, branches of all the great relig- 
ious denominations, and about every conceivable kind and descrip- 
tion of organization that the imagination can depict — and yet, the 
Negroes in this city have not raised $200 to defend their constitu- 
tional rights. 
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So far, one organization alone has made any effort to push the 
case. A single race loyal lawyer, James A. Cobb, Esq., has had to 
assume the burden, and tread the winepress alone. 

The Negroes of Washington can, and would defend their rights at 
a cost of $100, or $10,000, or $100,000, if a united appeal could be 
made through some central authoritative agency. Such is the function 
of the Negro Sanhedrin. Let every race loyal Negro rally to its stan- 
dard. 

A pamphlet setting forth the movement in full detail, the history 
and progress of the Negro Sanhedrin, will be issued in a few days. 1 
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1 Presumably Kelly Miller, The Negro Sanhedrin: A Call to Conference. 
Washington, DC: Murray Brothers, 1923. 
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